
Uganda

The ICRC has been present in Uganda since 1979. 
Given the progress towards peace in the north of the 
country, ICRC assistance activities, many of which are 
implemented in partnership with the Uganda Red Cross 
Society and State institutions, have been adapted to 
decreasing humanitarian needs. In parallel, the ICRC 
continues to monitor the treatment of detainees and 
strives to raise awareness of IHL and humanitarian 
principles among the armed and police forces.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,172
Assistance -  
Prevention 1,133
Cooperation with National Societies 923
General -  

Total 4,228
Of which: Overheads 258

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  7 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  34 

ICRC emeRgenCy appeals 2014 — shoRt veRsIon | page 1



Main targets for 2014
 f the authorities take steps to address detention-related issues, including fulfilling their obligations to hold inmates in 
officially recognized places of detention and to respect the principle of non-refoulement of foreign detainees

 f families of missing persons cope with their anguish with the help of peer-support sessions and their subsequent refer-
ral to the appropriate organizations able to provide them with medical or livelihood support

 f in Karamoja, communities involved in past disputes over access to resources live together harmoniously by sharing 
water and land, following ICRC-facilitated dialogue

 f the armed forces progress in integrating IHL into their doctrine, training and operations, notably thanks to ICRC 
support to their legal services and to train-the-trainer courses

 f Uganda ratifies the Arms Trade Treaty, while advancing the implementation of IHL instruments to which it is al-
ready party

 f refugees, including unaccompanied minors, reconnect with relatives through family-links services run by the Uganda 
Red Cross Society and the ICRC, including phone services and, when appropriate, family reunifications
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Context
Uganda continues to recover from the effects of armed con-
flict but remains susceptible to other situations of violence. 
In the north-eastern region of Karamoja, security inci-
dents have reportedly decreased, although sporadic clashes 
sometimes erupt sparked by intercommunal cattle theft or 
operations by the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) 
and local defence units to disarm traditional warriors. The 
UPDF is gradually handing over the responsibility for dis-
armament operations to the police.

In May 2013, the parliament reinstated a bill granting blan-
ket amnesty for all former members of armed groups.

The UPDF participates in military operations against the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and contributes significant 
numbers of troops to the African Union Mission in Soma-
lia. Refugees fleeing violence, mainly in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and South Sudan, continue to enter 
the country.

HUManitarian response
In 2014, the ICRC in Uganda will maintain a flexible ap-
proach, combining prevention, protection and assistance 
activities in addressing the needs of communities in vio-
lence-prone areas and of people deprived of their freedom. 
It will work in partnership with the Uganda Red Cross Soci-
ety and support it in strengthening its capacities, particular-
ly in emergency response, family links and communication.

The ICRC will pursue dialogue with the authorities with 
a view to gaining access to all detainees falling within its 
mandate, reminding them of their obligation under na-
tional and international law to hold detainees in gazetted 
(officially recognized) places of detention. Delegates will 
visit inmates, including those arrested during disarmament 
operations, in accordance with the ICRC’s standard pro-
cedures, to monitor their treatment and living conditions. 
They will make confidential recommendations to the au-
thorities whenever necessary and brief key prison officers 
on internationally recognized standards, particularly in re-
lation to humane treatment, respect for judicial guarantees 
and the principle of non-refoulement. Vulnerable detain-
ees will benefit from family visits and from the exchange 
of RCMs with relatives. The ICRC will continue to work 
with the prison authorities to enhance detainees’ well-being 
through the rehabilitation of facilities and the ad hoc supply 
of hygiene items.

In the Karamoja region, the National Society and the ICRC 
will foster dialogue on the sharing of water and land among 
communities previously involved in disputes over such re-
sources, so as to reduce violence-related risks. Family-links 
services will enable people separated by armed conflict or 
other situations of violence, including unaccompanied mi-
nors, refugees and detainees, to contact or be reunited with 

relatives, as appropriate. In northern Uganda, the National 
Society/ICRC will work with local organizations to expand 
to other areas the ongoing assistance to families of persons 
missing in relation to the past conflict between the LRA and 
the UPDF. Community members will be trained to facili-
tate peer-support sessions, and relatives of missing persons 
needing medical/psychological or other assistance will be 
referred to the appropriate organizations.

The ICRC will remind the relevant weapon bearers and au-
thorities of their obligations to respect and protect civilians, 
making confidential representations as necessary to stop re-
ported abuses. To reinforce dialogue, it will conduct dissem-
ination sessions for weapon bearers, including peace-sup-
port troops, in cooperation with UPDF and Uganda Police 
Force (UPF) trainers. It will also work with the UPDF and 
the UPF to promote the further integration of IHL/inter-
national human rights norms into their doctrine, training 
and operations, aiming to help them deliver IHL instruc-
tion independently. With the national IHL committee, the 
ICRC will encourage the authorities to ratify IHL treaties, 
including the Arms Trade Treaty, and to incorporate their 
provisions into national legislation. To enhance support for 
IHL and the Movement, it will maintain regular contacts 
with the authorities, religious/community leaders, academ-
ics and journalists and organize awareness-raising events 
for these and other audiences.

The ICRC will continue to coordinate its activities with 
those of Movement partners, UN agencies and other hu-
manitarian actors in order to maximize impact, identify 
unmet needs and avoid duplication of efforts.
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