
Main targets for 2014
 f UN policies, resolutions and activities reflect the ICRC’s position on humanitarian action/access, especially in chal-
lenging contexts, in wake of the organization sharing its expertise at multilateral/bilateral events and meetings

 f UN bodies and member States address ICRC institutional priorities, such as safe health care delivery, protection of 
women and children in armed conflict, and regulation of the use of weapons

 f UN bodies and member States follow up on the development of peacekeeping-related mechanisms, while monitoring 
the implementation of existing guidelines and supporting the applicability of IHL to such operations

 f the ICRC hones its institutional/context-specific policies and operational practices, drawing on its contacts with dif-
ferent UN actors and members of the diplomatic community, as well as on perspectives shared during events

new York

The multiple tasks and activities of the UN often have 
implications of a humanitarian nature. Operating since 
1983, the ICRC delegation to the UN serves as a support 
and a liaison for ICRC operational and legal initiatives. The 
delegation conveys the ICRC’s viewpoint, keeps abreast 
of trends and developments relating to humanitarian 
issues and promotes IHL.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection -  
Assistance -  
Prevention 2,384
Cooperation with National Societies -  
General -  

Total 2,384
Of which: Overheads 146

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  3 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  10 

Context
The UN and the diplomatic community continue to deal 
with thematic global concerns, including children in armed 
conflict, sexual violence in armed conflict, internation-
al criminal justice, and other broader issues related to the 
protection of the civilian population. Strengthening coor-
dination and leadership and establishing partnerships also 
figure prominently on the UN’s humanitarian agenda. Pol-
icy debates on humanitarian action tackle, inter alia, the 
operational relevance of humanitarian principles, access 
and consent for humanitarian activities, and partnerships 
among States, intergovernmental organizations and hu-
manitarian actors, as well as how these issues are addressed 
during integrated missions.

The UN Security Council deliberates, among other things, 
on the situations in the Central African Republic, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo (hereafter DRC), Mali, So-
malia, South Sudan, Sudan and the Syrian Arab Republic 

(hereafter Syria). The mounting humanitarian crisis and 
lack of political progress in Syria is a source of pressure for 
UN member States. 

Upon the authorization of the Security Council and host 
States, several peacekeeping missions – notably in the DRC 
and Mali – were granted “robust” mandates, enabling them 
to use force at the tactical level.

Following the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty at the UN 
General Assembly, the UN, particularly its Office of Legal 
Affairs (OLA), is working to support the treaty’s implemen-
tation and to address other challenges related to the use of 
weapons. In particular, the consequences of nuclear weap-
ons have gained renewed attention following the High-Lev-
el Meeting on Nuclear Disarmament which took place at 
the margins of the 68th Session of the General Assembly in 
September 2013. 

huManitarian resPonse
In 2014, the ICRC’s New York delegation will actively en-
gage with UN bodies, member States and groups thereof, 
observers and civil society organizations; it will continue to 
share its operational and legal expertise and promote the 
incorporation of IHL and related issues into UN-wide ac-
tivities, policies, programmes and resolutions. It will pri-
oritize five broad areas of interest to the ICRC: humanitar-
ian action, particularly in relation to its own operations; 
humanitarian coordination mechanisms; IHL, particularly 

developments in the regulation of the use of weapons; 
peacekeeping missions; and broader protection-related is-
sues. In general, it will seek to contribute to maximizing 
the coherence and effectiveness of international efforts to 
protect and assist people affected by armed conflict or other 
situations of violence. 

The ICRC’s regular presence at General Assembly and Se-
curity Council sessions – as well as its monthly meetings 
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with the serving president of the Security Council – will 
enable it to provide input on the aforementioned issues. 
Whenever possible and relevant, the ICRC will give pre-
sentations or make statements at these sessions reflecting 
its positions on IHL and humanitarian action, including 
that of the Movement, to help shape related UN reports and 
draft resolutions and policies. 

Moreover, the ICRC will pursue regular bilateral and mul-
tilateral contacts with UN member States, bodies, depart-
ments and agencies, including the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), the Department of Peacekeeping Op-
erations (DPKO), OCHA, OLA and UNICEF, with a view 
to encouraging them to draw on the ICRC’s legal expertise 
and operational experience. In particular, it will follow the 
development of guidelines for peacekeeping forces, focus-
ing on those with “robust mandates”, and will tackle this 
issue with DPKO and OLA. 

As part of its work to promote IHL among the diplomatic 
community, the ICRC will continue to encourage represen-
tatives of member States, the UN and NGOs to consult it 

on matters within its remit. Via briefings and workshops, 
the ICRC will keep the spotlight on various humanitarian 
issues and activities, including the “Strengthening IHL” 
process and problems of insecure health care delivery and 
sexual violence in armed conflict. The New York University 
School of Law and the ICRC will co-organize the 31st annu-
al IHL seminar for UN diplomats.

ICRC representatives will attend humanitarian coordina-
tion meetings, such as those of the Inter-Agency Stand-
ing Committee (IASC), to discuss specific operational 
contexts and to promote understanding of and respect 
for its neutral, impartial and independent approach to 
humanitarian action.

Events organized by think-tanks and NGOs will continue 
to provide further opportunities for the ICRC to enhance 
humanitarian coordination and general understanding of 
the ICRC’s role and of IHL and the protection it affords to 
people affected by armed conflict.

page 2 | ICRC emeRgenCy appeals 2014 — shoRt veRsIon

new yoRk


	HOME

