
MyanMar
The ICRC began working in Myanmar in 1986. It visits 
detainees, offers them family-links services and helps 
improve conditions in prisons; and promotes IHL 
and other internationally recognized standards and 
humanitarian principles. Working with the Myanmar Red 
Cross Society in most cases, it responds to the needs 
of communities in areas prone to armed conflict/other 
situations of violence. It supports health and hospital care 
and physical rehabilitation centres run by the Ministry of 
Health and the National Society to ensure quality services 
for mine victims and other disabled patients. It helps the 
Myanmar Red Cross build its operational capacities.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 4,388
Assistance 15,521
Prevention 2,679
Cooperation with National Societies 1,693
General -  

Total 24,281
Of which: Overheads 1,482

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  47 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  307 
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Main targets for 2014
 f conflict/violence-affected people access preventive and curative health and emergency medical care from functioning 
health centres and hospitals, following ICRC support to health facilities and mobilization of local health teams

 f disabled patients in the eastern border areas receive physical rehabilitation services provided by centres run by the 
Health Ministry and the Myanmar Red Cross Society

 f through cash-for-work activities and agricultural inputs, residents, returnees and resettled IDPs in Rakhine state 
increase their income, at least partially restoring their livelihoods 

 f detainees in prisons and labour camps benefit from ICRC visits according to its standard procedures and from reha-
bilitated prison infrastructure, including water, sanitation and health facilities

 f National Society volunteers boost their capacities in emergency response, particularly in first aid, mine-risk educa-
tion and the implementation of water, sanitation and economic security projects

 f national and state authorities and armed and police forces show their support for humanitarian principles, IHL and 
the Movement after attending in-country/regional seminars and workshops

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLians (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 7,500
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 25,000
Work, services and training Beneficiaries 30
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 70,108
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 11
Wounded and siCK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 12
Water and habitat 
Water and habitat activities Number of beds 450
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 2
Patients receiving services Patients 3,250
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Context
The Myanmar government’s ongoing reform process con-
tinues to open the door to enhanced economic and political 
relations with various countries and to support from inter-
national actors, including humanitarian and development 
organizations. 

Armed conflict and violence in parts of the country, how-
ever, continue to present challenges to the government’s ef-
forts. Ceasefire negotiations between the government and a 
reported 11 armed groups, including the Kachin Indepen-
dence Organization, have had mixed results. Discussions 
are ongoing regarding the potential return to Kayah and 
Kayin states of over 400,000 people displaced in the country 
and abroad. Conversely, periodic skirmishes in Shan state 

and continued clashes in Kachin state between government 
troops and armed groups have reportedly displaced tens of 
thousands of civilians. An estimated 10 out of 14 states are 
affected by mines/explosive remnants of war (ERW).

In Rakhine state, Muslim and Rakhinese residents, as well 
as over 140,000 IDPs – mostly Muslims – living in tem-
porary or make-shift shelters, are still suffering the conse-
quences of intercommunal violence that erupted in 2012. 
Fear and mutual distrust between the two communities 
limit people’s access to essential services, obstruct the deliv-
ery of humanitarian aid and sometimes lead to outbreaks of 
violence. Similar incidents have also spread to other parts 
of the country.

huManitarian resPonse
Following the significant expansion of its activities in 
Myanmar, the ICRC in 2014 will focus on further devel-
oping its relations with actors of influence at national and 
state levels in order to promote respect for and to provide 
increased impartial humanitarian assistance to people af-
fected by conflict/violence and to detainees. 

Whenever possible, the ICRC will work with the Myan-
mar Red Cross Society. Through material, technical and 
financial support, it will help the National Society boost 
its capacities to respond to conflict/violence, provide fam-
ily-links services, conduct mine-risk education and pro-
mote the Movement, in accordance with the Fundamental 
Principles. 

The ICRC will strengthen its dialogue with the national and 
state authorities, armed and police forces, armed groups, 
and religious and community leaders, particularly those in 
Rakhine state, to deepen their understanding of and gain 
support for humanitarian principles, IHL and its neutral, 
impartial and independent humanitarian action. Discus-
sions will highlight the need to protect and respect civilians, 
to take action against alleged abuses and to ensure the safe 
passage of medical and humanitarian workers during times 
of conflict/violence. 

In the eastern border areas and Rakhine state, direct ICRC 
assistance will also contribute to the safety and dignity of 
affected populations. 

Enabling vulnerable people from all affected communities 
to access basic health, medical and physical rehabilitation 
services will be a priority. Through training, the ICRC will 
help boost the first-aid capacities of emergency responders. 
It will work with local health authorities to improve the pre-
ventive and curative care provided by health facilities and 
the emergency medical services of hospitals through staff 
training, the provision of equipment/consumables and the 
rehabilitation of infrastructure. 

As two Health Ministry physical rehabilitation centres will 
be progressively supported by another organization, ICRC 
technical, material and financial support will focus on the 
National Society-run Hpa-an Orthopaedic Rehabilitation 

Centre (HORC) and one Health Ministry facility. Outreach 
programmes and a mobile workshop will increase physical-
ly disabled people’s awareness of and access to the centres. 
The ICRC will develop the Health Ministry’s capacity to ex-
pand rehabilitation services by constructing a new centre in 
Kachin or Shan state. 

In parallel, the ICRC will implement water and sanitation 
projects for conflict/violence-affected communities. It will 
enable residents, returnees, resettled IDPs and disabled 
people to boost their incomes and reintegrate into society 
through cash-for-work activities or agricultural/financial 
inputs. In coordination with stakeholders, it will contribute 
to reducing the risks posed by mines/ERW by conducting 
education campaigns and strengthening national capacities 
in this field.

Delegates will visit detainees in prisons and labour camps, 
according to the ICRC’s standard procedures, to monitor 
their treatment and living conditions, and provide the au-
thorities with confidential feedback. Through staff train-
ing, infrastructure rehabilitation and material support, the 
ICRC will work with the authorities to improve prison man-
agement and the general well-being of detainees, focusing 
on health care, water supply and sanitation. Detainees will 
benefit from family-links services such as RCMs and family 
visits, facilitated by the local authorities, the National Soci-
ety and/or the ICRC. Where necessary, released detainees 
will receive financial assistance to cover the costs of their 
transport home and of medical assistance.

More broadly, the ICRC will endeavour to promote aware-
ness of and support for humanitarian principles, IHL and, 
where applicable, international policing standards among 
the authorities, armed and police forces, academic institu-
tions and the media through in-country events or the par-
ticipation of their representatives in regional workshops. 

The ICRC will regularly coordinate with Movement part-
ners and other humanitarian actors in fields of common 
interest to ensure effective service delivery and to avoid 
duplication. 
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