
London
COVERING: Ireland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Set up in 2003, the London mission focuses on pursuing 
humanitarian diplomacy and facilitating ICRC operations 
in the field. Through contact with the British government, 
armed forces, members of parliament, think-tanks, the 
media and international NGOs, it seeks to improve 
understanding of and secure broad support for IHL and 
ICRC and Movement operations. It works with the Irish 
authorities on the incorporation of IHL into national 
legislation. The London mission operates in partnership 
with the British Red Cross in a wide range of areas of 
common interest and cooperates with the Irish Red 
Cross Society.

BUDGET IN KCHF
Protection 934
Assistance -  
Prevention 1,027
Cooperation with National Societies 422
General -  

Total 2,383
Of which: Overheads 145

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  2 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  11 
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MAIn tArgets for 2014
 f the authorities reflect support for IHL, humanitarian action and the ICRC through their policies and decisions, with 
the media, think-tanks and other influential civil society actors contributing to this end

 f security detainees and people held by British forces abroad benefit from treatment and living conditions that comply 
with applicable norms, partly as a result of ICRC dialogue with the authorities concerned

 f in Northern Ireland, people affected by past conflict/the prevailing situation, such as youth, former detainees/com-
batants, families of missing persons, and sexual violence victims, receive appropriate support and assistance

 f the armed forces, the police and paramilitary groups demonstrate respect for humanitarian principles, IHL and other 
applicable norms by taking these into account in their policies and operations

 f in partnership with the British Red Cross and the Irish Red Cross Society, help develop their respective responses to 
humanitarian needs at home and abroad

© Layton Thompson/ICRC
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Context
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(hereafter UK) is a major player in international affairs. It is 
a permanent member of the UN Security Council and a par-
ticipant in multilateral military operations, mainly through 
NATO. The British armed forces are officially engaged in 
three conflict/post-conflict situations: in Afghanistan, until 
their planned withdrawal in 2014, in the Falkland/Malvinas 

Islands and in Mali. Despite its own economic difficulties, 
the UK remains committed to the provision of overseas hu-
manitarian and development aid.

Sporadic violence linked to intercommunal tensions still 
occurs in Northern Ireland. Security-alert levels in rela-
tion to the perceived threat of acts of “terrorism” have been 
downgraded in the rest of the UK.

huMAnItArIAn response
In 2014, the ICRC mission in London will continue to pro-
mote IHL and enlist the support of decision-makers and 
civil society actors for the organization’s neutral, impartial 
and independent humanitarian action worldwide. It will 
continue to spread awareness of humanitarian needs gener-
ated by armed conflict and other situations of violence, and 
help address the humanitarian consequences of the past 
conflict and prevailing situation in Northern Ireland.

The ICRC will keep up and further develop its regular ex-
changes with government officials, members of parliament 
and other decision-makers, as necessary, on: humanitarian 
policy; humanitarian issues related to the involvement of 
British armed forces abroad, notably in Afghanistan; and 
past conflict and intercommunal violence in Northern 
Ireland. Through dialogue, it will also seek to ensure that 
people affected by anti-terrorist legislation in the UK and 
detainees held in relation to violence in Northern Ireland 
enjoy their full rights and benefit from detention conditions 
that comply with applicable domestic law and international-
ly recognized standards. In consultation with various stake-
holders in Ireland and the UK, the ICRC will continue its 
independent analysis of the humanitarian situation in the 
prison systems in Ireland and Northern Ireland, and share its 
findings and recommendations with the authorities concerned.

The ICRC will work with the UK Ministry of Defence, the 
Permanent Joint Headquarters and the Joint Forces Com-
mand to address policy and operational concerns, partic-
ularly regarding the detention of people by British armed 
forces abroad, and to draw on lessons learned, with a view 
to contributing to the development of guidelines for best 
practice to be implemented in future theatres of operation. 
It will contribute to training sessions for armed forces per-
sonnel, including troops about to be deployed overseas, to 

familiarize them with IHL and the ICRC’s mandate and ac-
tion for people affected by armed conflict and other situa-
tions of violence.

In response to humanitarian needs in violence-prone ar-
eas of Northern Ireland, the ICRC will continue to support 
community-based organizations working to mitigate the ef-
fects of sectarian violence – including sexual violence – on 
affected people, particularly youth, former detainees/com-
batants, and families of missing persons.

The ICRC will pursue and develop its partnerships with 
the British Red Cross and the Irish Red Cross Society, co-
operating with them in areas of mutual interest, including 
joint projects addressing the consequences of violence in 
Northern Ireland and the promotion of IHL and humani-
tarian principles. On the basis of a partnership framework 
agreement, the British Red Cross and the ICRC will further 
develop cooperation in a wide range of fields of expertise, 
both in the UK and in specific operational contexts. In Bel-
fast, Dublin and London, dialogue with the authorities and 
community leaders will aim to obtain backing for Move-
ment activities addressing humanitarian needs linked to past 
conflict and the prevailing situation in Northern Ireland.

To secure wider support for its work in the UK and abroad, 
the ICRC will continue to mobilize members of think-tanks, 
academia, NGOs, minority community organizations, the 
media and the public to relay humanitarian messages to key 
policy/decision-makers and enlist their support for neutral, 
impartial and independent humanitarian action. As appro-
priate, the National Societies and the ICRC will work to-
gether to promote IHL and raise awareness of humanitarian 
issues and Movement action in Ireland, the UK and abroad.
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