
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 1,443
Assistance -  
Prevention 2,094
Cooperation with National Societies 796
General -  

Total 4,334
Of which: Overheads 265

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  9 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  49 

The ICRC established a presence in Indonesia in 1979 
and in Timor-Leste following its independence in 2002. 
Regionwide, the ICRC supports the National Societies in 
boosting their emergency response capacities. The ICRC 
cooperates with the authorities to improve penitentiary 
standards, while seeking to visit detainees and monitor 
conditions. It works with the armed forces (and the police 
in Indonesia) to promote the inclusion of IHL and other 
applicable norms in their training. It maintains dialogue 
with ASEAN and other regional bodies and conducts 
activities with universities to further IHL instruction. In 
Timor-Leste, it provides support to families of missing 
persons.

Jakarta (regional)
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Main targets for 2014
 f in 5 sub-districts in Timor-Leste, families of persons unaccounted for from the past situation in East Timor build 
small monuments to commemorate their missing relatives

 f people held in 2 detention facilities in Timor-Leste benefit from visits by ICRC delegates and their confidential feed-
back, including recommendations as necessary regarding their treatment and living conditions

 f as a result of workshops co-organized with the Indonesian police, 300 Mobile Brigade officers involved in field oper-
ations deepen their knowledge of international standards related to policing 

 f Indonesian and South-East Asian scholars contribute to a book highlighting the common ground between 
IHL and Islam

 f the Indonesian IHL committee and Timor-Leste authorities share experiences at a joint meeting aimed at promoting 
IHL implementation

 f national authorities in the region and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations develop their understanding of and 
support for the ICRC’s mandate and activities
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Context
Indonesia continues to be a major player in international 
affairs, including within the Jakarta-based Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The presidential elec-
tion scheduled for 2014 is influencing the socio-political 
landscape. Social, economic and political issues as well as 
ethnic and religious tensions are sources of violence re-
ported in parts of the country, such as Papua, where access 
remains restricted for most international humanitarian or-
ganizations, including the ICRC. Natural disasters of vary-
ing scales continue to strike the country. Migrants regularly 
transit Indonesia, with 200 people reportedly arrested per 
month and several others going missing at sea.

Timor-Leste is in an adjustment period following the 2012 
elections and the withdrawal of the UN integrated mission 
in 2013 but is generally stable. Its new leadership is occupied 
with issues related mainly to poverty and the consequenc-
es of the past situation and conflict. Thousands of families 
continue to seek information on relatives unaccounted for, 
with no progress on either the Indonesian or the Timorese 
sides towards discussing and/or adopting mechanisms to 
address the issue.

ASEAN continues to promote cooperation on regional 
issues, including disaster management, migration, peace-
keeping and mine action.

huManitarian response
The revised basis and scope of ICRC action in Indonesia 
remains to be determined in consultation with the authori-
ties, who in 2009 requested that the ICRC suspend field op-
erations while they reviewed its status and the relevance of 
its activities in Indonesia’s present-day context. The ICRC 
will thus pursue its discussions with the authorities on an 
agreement on its status and presence in the country and the 
resumption of visits to people deprived of their freedom.

Meanwhile, the Jakarta regional delegation will focus on 
promoting understanding of IHL, humanitarian issues and 
principles and the ICRC’s mandate and on obtaining wid-
er support for humanitarian action from the governments 
and key stakeholders in both countries covered, as well as 
within ASEAN. To this end, the ICRC will engage in di-
alogue and nurture relations with government represen-
tatives, members of the armed and police forces, religious 
leaders and academics, including through briefings, work-
shops and joint events, supplemented by a range of com-
munication materials on related topics. Interaction with 
ASEAN will centre on themes of mutual interest, such as 
disaster management, migration and peacekeeping. 

To reinforce its dialogue with key actors, and at their re-
quest, the ICRC will provide various forms of support to 
help boost their capacities to promote respect for IHL and 
humanitarian principles. This will include technical advice 
to the Indonesian national IHL committee and Timor-Les-
te authorities on the ratification/implementation of IHL 
treaties. During co-organized workshops and briefings, 
members of the armed forces and law enforcement agen-
cies will receive advice on incorporating internationally 
recognized standards into their doctrine and operation-
al decision-making. A dedicated event will help NGOs 
operating in violence-prone areas develop a code of con-
duct. Academic institutions will receive training support 

and reference materials on IHL and humanitarian princi-
ples, including through the Exploring Humanitarian Law 
programme. 

Delegates will continue to visit detainees in Timor-Leste 
and submit confidential reports to the authorities, includ-
ing, where necessary, recommendations for improvements 
in inmates’ treatment and living conditions to bring them 
in line with internationally recognized standards. 

The delegation’s other priority will remain the issue of per-
sons unaccounted for from the past situation in East Timor. 
The ICRC will continue to review the individual files of reg-
istered missing persons, with a view to submitting an accu-
rate list to the authorities for follow-up, and to advocate for 
the establishment of a mechanism to address the issue. In 
each country, it will provide training to strengthen Nation-
al Society capacities in human remains management, while 
helping to enhance local forensic capacities in Timor-Leste. 
The families of missing persons in Timor-Leste will receive 
ICRC support in building commemorative monuments or, 
for those whose relatives are dead, holding memorials to 
help them find closure.

The National Societies and the ICRC will continue to offer 
RCM/phone services to family members separated by vio-
lence, natural disaster, detention or migration.

The Indonesian Red Cross Society and the Timor-Les-
te Red Cross will receive training and technical, material 
and financial support in strengthening their capacities in 
the fields of emergency preparedness and promotion of hu-
manitarian norms and principles. ICRC activities will be 
coordinated with those of Movement partners and other 
humanitarian actors. 
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