
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 14,250
Assistance 36,227
Prevention 8,037
Cooperation with National Societies 1,894
General -  

Total 60,408
Of which: Overheads 3,687

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  89 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  767 

The ICRC has been present in Iraq since the outbreak 
of the Iran-Iraq war in 1980. Protection activities focus 
on people detained by the Iraqi government and the 
Kurdistan regional authorities and on efforts to clarify 
the fate/whereabouts of missing persons. Assistance 
activities involve helping IDPs and residents restore 
their livelihoods in remote and/or neglected areas prone 
to violence, primarily assisting households headed by 
women, supporting physical rehabilitation and primary 
health care centres and repairing and upgrading water, 
health and detention infrastructure. The ICRC continues 
to promote IHL among weapon bearers and to support 
the Iraqi Red Crescent Society.
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MaIn targets for 2014
 f detainees held by the Iraqi central and Kurdistan regional authorities benefit from the authorities’ efforts to enhance 
their treatment and living conditions, and in some places of detention, from the rehabilitation of essential facilities

 f the authorities at all levels, weapon bearers and traditional leaders facilitate the ICRC’s safe access to vulnerable pop-
ulations in need, as a result of their understanding of and support for its humanitarian activities

 f wounded and sick people in violence-prone areas have access to timely and quality emergency care from 2 hospitals 
receiving on-site technical support in managing mass casualties

 f IDPs, women, children and other people living in violence-prone areas enhance their well-being thanks to access to 
water and health services from ICRC-supported water facilities and primary health care centres

 f destitute households in neglected, rural and/or violence-affected areas, including those headed by women and dis-
abled persons, increase their incomes and agricultural production, enabling them to better support their families

 f while continuing their efforts to clarify the fate of persons unaccounted for in relation to past armed conflicts involv-
ing Iraq since 1980, the authorities take initial steps to address the specific needs of the families of missing persons

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CIVILIans (resIdents, IdPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Food commodities Beneficiaries  7,500 
Essential household items Beneficiaries  7,500 
Productive inputs Beneficiaries  42,000 
Cash Beneficiaries  19,800 
Work, services and training Beneficiaries  15,000 
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries  1,060,000 
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 18 
Wounded and sICK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 2 
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 12 
Patients receiving services Patients 37,700 
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Context
Political instability lingers in Iraq, with key issues still 
unresolved and some ministerial positions vacant years 
after the general elections. Tensions also remain between 
the Iraqi central government and the Kurdistan regional 
government, despite some steps taken to resolve disagree-
ments related to oil revenue allocation and control over 
disputed territories.

Violence persists in central Iraq, Baghdad and the dis-
puted territories, with attacks and resulting casualties 

escalating during 2013. Incidents have also been reported 
in the southern governorates.

Most Iraqis still lack access to basic services and ade-
quate infrastructure, especially in rural and neglected vio-
lence-prone areas. In several places, people remain at risk of 
death/injury from mines/explosive remnants of war (ERW).

Tens of thousands of refugees from the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic (hereafter Syria) live in camps and host communities in 
the Iraqi Kurdistan region.

HuManItarIan resPonse
In 2014, the ICRC delegation in Iraq will continue to help 
the Iraqi central and Kurdistan regional authorities en-
hance the situation of detainees in the country. It will also 
help address the needs of vulnerable people in central Iraq, 
Baghdad, the disputed territories, and the northern border 
areas of the Iraqi Kurdistan region. Given the insecurity 
in large parts of Iraq, the organization will strengthen its 
dialogue and networking with the authorities at all levels, 
weapon bearers and traditional/religious leaders to foster 
acceptance of its mandate and activities and secure guar-
antees of safe access to vulnerable people. In all dialogue, 
it will stress the importance of respecting and protecting 
patients and medical staff/services.

Following regular visits carried out according to its stan-
dard procedures to detainees in the country, the ICRC will 
engage the authorities in confidential dialogue based on its 
findings and recommendations, to encourage them to en-
hance inmates’ treatment and living conditions, including 
respect for judicial guarantees and access to health services. 
The ICRC will also help the authorities to address the needs 
of particularly vulnerable detainees, notably foreigners, 
women and minors. Furthermore, it will work with pris-
on maintenance teams to rehabilitate essential facilities in 
some places of temporary detention. 

To help protect and address the needs of vulnerable people 
in a sustainable manner, the ICRC will engage the authori-
ties and weapon bearers in dialogue on their obligations un-
der applicable international norms and domestic law. It will 
continue working with the authorities to strengthen local 
capacities to address the population’s basic needs in terms 
of economic security, water and sanitation, and health care.

In particular, the ICRC will assist those most in need, nota-
bly IDPs, women heads of household, disabled persons, and 
communities in rural and/or violence-prone areas, in gain-
ing self-sufficiency. To help them increase their incomes 
and better support their families, some 9,500 households 
will receive agricultural inputs and other forms of support. 
Similarly, some 1,000 women/disabled breadwinners will 
receive grants to start their own businesses. Rather than 
support additional women heads of household in register-
ing for State allowances, the ICRC will provide some 2,300 

women, previously supported but unable to register during 
the limited periods opened by the authorities, with a second 
round of cash assistance. Efforts to encourage the authori-
ties to register ICRC-supported women will continue.

In relation to Syrian refugees in Iraq, the ICRC will help fill 
gaps in the assistance they receive from other organizations 
by providing, in a subsidiary role, food and household es-
sentials to up to 7,500 refugees living outside camps.

To contribute to the well-being of residents and IDPs in 
violence-prone areas, the ICRC will work with local water 
boards to rehabilitate water supply facilities serving some 1 
million people and will maintain its readiness to respond 
to emergencies. It will sustain its support to primary health 
care centres, including in upgrading their facilities.

Besides providing hospitals in violence-prone areas with 
emergency supplies, the ICRC will help ensure that wound-
ed and sick people have access to quality treatment by help-
ing the Iraqi Red Crescent Society consolidate its first-aid 
services and by supporting the emergency care departments 
of up to two Health Ministry hospitals. It will continue sup-
porting physical rehabilitation centres across the country to 
help disabled people access appropriate treatment.

National Society/ICRC family-links services will remain 
available for detainees and families in Iraq, including Syr-
ian refugees, to restore/maintain contact with relatives. 
The ICRC will also support the authorities in clarifying the 
fate of persons missing in relation to past armed conflicts 
involving Iraq. Besides chairing the meetings of parties 
involved in human remains recovery/identification, the 
ICRC will contribute to strengthening local forensic and 
data-management capacities and encourage the authorities 
to address the needs of the families of missing persons.

With Movement partners, the ICRC will help the National 
Society reinforce its capacities, including in IHL promo-
tion and mine-risk education. It will encourage a cohesive 
Movement response to humanitarian needs in Iraq, while 
coordinating its activities with other humanitarian actors 
to avoid duplication.
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