
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 4,565
Assistance 10,972
Prevention 2,541
Cooperation with National Societies 1,551
General -  

Total 19,628
Of which: Overheads 1,198

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  38 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  185 

Continuously present in Ethiopia since 1977, the ICRC 
prioritizes protecting and assisting people detained, 
displaced or otherwise affected by the 1998–2000 
international armed conflict with Eritrea or by other 
armed conflicts. It helps to preserve the livelihoods of 
conflict-affected communities, which also often grapple 
with natural disaster, and supports physical rehabilitation 
services. It visits detainees and restores family links, 
particularly for relatives separated by the closed Ethiopia-
Eritrea border, ensuring compliance with IHL with regard 
to any persons still protected by the Third and Fourth 
Geneva Conventions. It supports the Ethiopian Red 
Cross Society.
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MaiN targEts for 2014
 f the Ethiopian authorities allow the resumption of the ICRC’s work in favour of the conflict-affected population in the 
Somali Regional State and its access to detainees held in the Federal Police Crime Investigation Sector

 f some 25,000 detainees benefit from access to health care services and the rehabilitation of water, sanitation and en-
ergy-supply facilities

 f rural communities boost their resilience to the effects of conflict/violence thanks to the improvement of water facili-
ties and the provision of livelihood support, such as micro-economic initiatives for families of missing persons

 f police forces continue integrating humanitarian principles and international human rights standards into their train-
ing and practice

 f vulnerable people, including refugees and those repatriated from Eritrea, benefit from family-links services, includ-
ing phone calls and RCMs, and the delivery of first aid and relief by the Ethiopian Red Cross Society

 f the authorities develop the national supply chain for physical rehabilitation services, thus contributing to the sustain-
ability of access to such services by people with disabilities

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLiaNs (rEsidENts, idps, rEturNEEs, EtC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 42,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 48,900
Cash Beneficiaries 1,200
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 210,000
WouNdEd aNd siCK  
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 10
Patients receiving services Patients 5,850
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CoNtExt
Tensions between Eritrea and Ethiopia persist, but no di-
rect confrontations between them have been reported since 
May 2012. The physical demarcation of the Eritrea-Ethio-
pia border remains stalled, with both countries maintaining 
a military presence in the disputed areas.

In the Somali Regional State (SRS), non-international 
armed conflict continues between regional special police 
forces, operating with the Ethiopian National Defence 
Force (ENDF), and the Ogaden National Liberation Front. 
Elsewhere, police forces, sometimes supported by the ENDF, 
are brought in to curb instability caused by the presence of 

armed groups or by intercommunal violence in rural areas, 
such as in Hararghe (Oromia state).

Fleeing drought and/or fighting, thousands of people have 
crossed the border into Ethiopia from neighbouring coun-
tries such as Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan. 
Their presence, notably in Benishangul Gumuz and Gam-
bella, places additional pressure on scarce resources, lead-
ing to disputes over access to land or water.

The ENDF continues to play an active role in the UN Inter-
im Security Force for Abyei and the African Union/UN Hy-
brid Operation in Darfur, as well as in military operations 
in support of the government of Somalia.

huMaNitariaN rEspoNsE
In view of the ongoing conflicts and other situations of vi-
olence, the ICRC will step up its efforts to build trust and 
acceptance of its mandate and activities among the au-
thorities, weapon bearers and civil society. Through con-
tinued dialogue with the authorities, the ICRC will work 
to gain wider access to conflict-affected populations, par-
ticularly in the SRS. It will aim to heighten awareness and 
understanding of IHL and other relevant laws among the 
federal and regional authorities, armed forces and police 
personnel, reminding them of their legal obligations to 
protect and respect civilians during armed conflict and 
other situations of violence, including through IHL brief-
ings for ENDF personnel, particularly those departing on 
peacekeeping missions.

The ICRC will seek to conduct visits according to its stan-
dard procedures to all detainees within its mandate, includ-
ing those held in facilities under the jurisdiction of the Fed-
eral Police Crime Investigation Sector (CIS). In federal and 
regional prisons where it has access, the ICRC will conduct 
visits to monitor the treatment and living conditions of 
detainees, giving the authorities confidential feedback. In 
detention facilities, it will focus on helping the authorities 
build their capacities to maintain/improve infrastructure 
and ensure that vulnerable detainees, including those suf-
fering from mental health problems, have access to suitable 
care. It will organize round-tables to raise awareness among 
police officers of internationally recognized standards per-
taining to the treatment of detainees.

The Ethiopian Red Cross Society will receive funds, mate-
rials and technical back-up to strengthen its capacities in 
restoring family links and responding to emergencies. To 
improve its response to the needs of conflict/violence-af-
fected civilians (see Context), the ICRC will enhance its 
humanitarian action and operational presence in Gambella.

National Society/ICRC teams will contribute to building the 
resilience of civilians to the effects of conflict/violence, par-
ticularly in areas affected by intercommunal clashes (East 
Hararghe) or border tensions between Eritrea and Ethiopia 
(Afar and Tigray) and areas hosting refugees (Gambella). 
To help them rebuild their livelihoods, farmers in East Ha-
rarghe will receive seed and tools, while families of missing 
persons in border areas will benefit from micro-economic 
initiatives. To ease access to clean water and reduce the in-
cidence of water-borne diseases, the ICRC will work with 
local authorities and rural communities to construct/repair 
water and sanitation facilities and strengthen their capaci-
ties to maintain them.

The National Society/ICRC will continue to enable the ex-
change of news between family members dispersed by con-
flict, including refugees and people separated by the sealed 
Eritrea-Ethiopia border. When appropriate, minors and 
other vulnerable people will be reunited with their families. 
The ICRC will remain ready to assist in the voluntary repa-
triation of civilians from Eritrea and Ethiopia (see Eritrea).

The ICRC will lend technical expertise to the authorities 
to encourage their autonomy in implementing the nation-
al strategy to ensure the availability and quality of physi-
cal rehabilitation services in a sustainable manner. In view 
of this, the ICRC will start gradually reducing support to 
seven centres so as to focus on helping three newly devel-
oped centres provide adequate services, including through 
ad hoc technical and material support. The ICRC will also 
encourage the authorities to facilitate the integration of a 
permanent prosthetic/orthotic technologist training pro-
gramme by an existing college.

The ICRC will continue to coordinate its activities with 
those of Movement partners, UN agencies and other hu-
manitarian actors operating in Ethiopia.
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