
EritrEa

The ICRC opened a delegation in Eritrea in 1998 in the 
context of the international armed conflict between Eritrea 
and Ethiopia and continues to respond to the needs 
remaining from that two-year war. Its priorities are to 
help improve the resilience of the population concerned 
and to ensure compliance with IHL with regard to any 
persons still protected by the Third and Fourth Geneva 
Conventions. The ICRC supports the “Red Cross Society 
of Eritrea”.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 886
Assistance 2,882
Prevention 366
Cooperation with National Societies 71
General -  

Total 4,204
Of which: Overheads 257

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  2 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  41 
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MaiN targEts for 2014
 f rural communities in border regions cope with the remaining effects of past conflict thanks to the construction/repair 
of water facilities and the provision of livelihood support such as agricultural inputs and livestock treatment

 f vulnerable Ethiopians receive assistance to cover the cost of residence permits and medical services in Eritrea or re-
patriation to Ethiopia, and to maintain contact with their relatives abroad

 f local authorities, border communities and members of academic circles strengthen their understanding and accep-
tance of the ICRC’s mandate and activities through dissemination sessions and other events

 f the authorities support the ICRC’s mandate, granting the organization further access to people still affected by the 
1998–2000 conflict with Ethiopia and by the border dispute with Djibouti

 f the authorities lift restrictions on the “Red Cross Society of Eritrea”, enabling the resumption of its cooperation 
with the ICRC

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLiaNs (rEsidENts, idPs, rEturNEEs, EtC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 10,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 226,500
Cash Beneficiaries 5,300
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 27,085
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CoNtExt
Tensions between Eritrea and Ethiopia persist, but no di-
rect confrontations between them have been reported since 
May 2012. The physical demarcation of the Eritrea-Ethio-
pia border remains stalled, with both countries maintaining 
a military presence in the disputed areas.

No further progress has been made towards the demarca-
tion of the Djibouti-Eritrea border. Implementation of the 
agreement signed between the two countries in 2010 ap-
pears to have come to a standstill. In its role as a mediator, 
Qatar maintains troops in the disputed region.

The effects of past conflicts on livelihoods and infrastruc-
ture continue to be felt. Although international and nation-
al NGOs and UN agencies have reduced or concluded their 
activities in the country as requested by the Eritrean gov-
ernment in 2011, the authorities have signed agreements 
with the European Union and the UN to resume cooper-
ation with them. Implementation of these agreements is 
proceeding at a slow pace.

HuMaNitariaN rEsPoNsE
In 2014, the ICRC will adapt its activities in Eritrea in ac-
cordance with government restrictions imposed on its 
movements and access in recent years. Meanwhile, it will 
seek through dialogue to convince the authorities that the 
1949 Geneva Conventions, to which Eritrea acceded in 2000, 
apply to the Eritrean context, and that the ICRC is therefore 
mandated, whenever required, to act on behalf of people 
still affected by the 1998–2000 international armed conflict 
with Ethiopia and by the border dispute with Djibouti.

In 2011, the “Red Cross Society of Eritrea” was instructed 
by the government to cease receiving material or financial 
support from international entities, including the ICRC as 
of January 2012. The ICRC will stand ready to discuss with 
the authorities the possibility of resuming its joint activi-
ties with the “Red Cross Society of Eritrea”, if it requests 
it to do so.

The ICRC will continue to focus on providing assistance 
to rural communities, largely composed of female-headed 
households, in border regions affected by the past conflict. 
As the Ministry of Agriculture has agreed to work further 
with the ICRC in assisting some farming communities in 
increasing food production until 2014, these households 
will benefit from the anti-parasite treatment of their live-
stock and cultivate vegetable gardens using ICRC-supplied 
seed and tools.

To ensure that up to 27,085 people in border regions have 
an adequate supply of clean water, the ICRC will provide 
local communities and the Eritrean water authorities with 
technical expertise, training and financial support to main-
tain, repair and upgrade, as necessary, solar-powered water 
supply systems installed in rural areas. The construction of 

ponds, carried out by communities as cash-for-work proj-
ects, will ensure that their livestock has access to clean water.

The situation of detainees of Ethiopian origin, including 
current or former POWs, and of the Ethiopian commu-
nity residing in Eritrea, remains a concern. The ICRC will 
seek to regain access to POWs and other detainees within 
its purview, following the authorities’ suspension of ICRC 
visits in 2009. As the Eritrean authorities continue to repa-
triate people of Ethiopian origin through Sudan, the ICRC 
will pursue efforts to check that these are conducted volun-
tarily and in appropriate conditions. Vulnerable Ethiopians 
wishing to remain in Eritrea will receive financial support 
to renew their residence permits and to access medical ser-
vices, while those wishing to be repatriated will have help 
to cover their administrative fees and transportation costs. 
Where possible and upon request, the ICRC will continue 
to reunite children and other vulnerable people with their 
families across the border.

In relation to the 2008 Djibouti-Eritrea hostilities, the 
ICRC will seek through dialogue with the authorities to 
enable Eritrean families to exchange RCMs with their rela-
tives held as POWs in Djibouti and stand ready to facilitate 
their repatriation, if they so wish. The ICRC will also pur-
sue efforts to establish the fate of Djiboutian soldiers who 
remain unaccounted for.

Given the restrictions on its activities, the ICRC will nur-
ture contacts with local authorities, border communities 
and youth groups, organize promotional events, and con-
duct dissemination sessions to enhance acceptance of its 
work among the public at large.
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