
Central afriCan republiC

The ICRC opened a delegation in the Central African 
Republic in 2007 in the context of the non-international 
armed conflict in the north, but has conducted activities 
in the country since 1983. It seeks to protect and assist 
people affected by armed conflict/other situations of 
violence, providing relief, medical and surgical care 
and psychological support, helping people restore 
their livelihoods, and rehabilitating water/sanitation 
facilities. It visits detainees, restores links between 
relatives separated by conflict/other situations of 
violence, promotes IHL among the authorities, armed 
forces, armed groups and civil society, and supports the 
development of the Central African Red Cross Society.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,438
Assistance 18,259
Prevention 1,926
Cooperation with National Societies 1,064
General -  

Total 23,688
Of which: Overheads 1,446

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  45 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  243 

ICRC emeRgenCy appeals 2014 — shoRt veRsIon | page 1



Main targets for 2014
 f the authorities and weapon bearers take steps to respect and protect violence-affected people, including by facilitating 
their access to medical care and other essential services 

 f wounded and sick people receive adequate medical and surgical care in ICRC-supported hospitals and health centres 
 f victims of sexual violence receive specialized care while helping to raise awareness of the issue and how such abuses 
can be further prevented

 f some 1,000 detainees in 2 prisons benefit from adequate living conditions thanks to ICRC-supported health services 
and the rehabilitation of water/sanitation and other infrastructure

 f the armed and security forces take steps to integrate IHL and international human rights law into their doctrine, 
training and operations as part of their reconstruction efforts

 f the Central African Red Cross Society strengthens its communication capacities so as to effectively promote human-
itarian principles and the work of the Movement

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiVilians (residents, idps, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Food commodities Beneficiaries 60,000
Essential household items Beneficiaries 20,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 45,850
Cash Beneficiaries 6,000
Work, services and training Beneficiaries 14,100
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 556,250
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 3 
Wounded and siCK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 2 
Water and habitat 
Water and habitat activities Number of beds 150 
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Context
In the Central African Republic (hereafter CAR), Seleka, an 
alliance of armed groups, took over the capital of Bangui in 
March 2013 and overthrew the government. Michel Djoto-
dia was sworn in as president in August 2013 and initiated 
an 18-month transition period, at the end of which general 
elections are due.

The general situation remains volatile; sporadic violence and 
looting continue throughout the country. Clashes between 
Seleka forces and unidentified armed groups purportedly 
supporting the previous administration persist, resulting 

in further deaths, injuries and displacement among the al-
ready vulnerable violence-affected population. The collapse 
of public services, disruption of agricultural activities, food 
price hikes and reduced availability of goods compound the 
difficult conditions for people living in one of the world’s 
poorest countries.

With the authorities’ agreement, foreign troops remain 
present in the country, including as part of the Internation-
al Support Mission in the Central African Republic (AF-
ISM-CAR), under the responsibility of the African Union.

HuManitarian response
In 2014, the ICRC in the CAR will work to address the 
serious humanitarian consequences of the prevailing sit-
uation, particularly in terms of improving respect for hu-
manitarian principles and responding to the needs of those 
affected, with priority being placed on health care. In this 
endeavour, it will work, whenever possible, in partnership 
with the Central African Red Cross Society, while helping 
it strengthen its emergency response and communication 
capacities and governance. 

The ICRC’s dialogue with the authorities, weapon bearers 
and influential civil society members will focus on raising 
their awareness of humanitarian concerns and seeking their 
support for its action, including facilitating the safe access 
of Movement personnel assisting violence-affected people. 
In particular, the ICRC will draw the attention of the au-
thorities and weapon bearers to documented allegations 
of IHL/international human rights law violations to help 
prevent their recurrence. Meetings and other events held 
with the media and other influential actors will contribute 
to promoting respect for humanitarian principles and the 
Movement’s activities. The ICRC will also support the in-
tegration of IHL/international human rights law into the 
doctrine, training and operations of the armed and security 
forces, while coordinating with regional/international ac-
tors to train military instructors to teach IHL. It will provide 
technical expertise to the authorities to help advance the 
ratification and implementation of key IHL instruments. 

Alongside these efforts, improving the casualty care chain 
will be a priority. National Society/ICRC teams will train 
volunteers and weapon bearers in first aid to facilitate the 
prompt treatment and/or evacuation of wounded and sick 
people. In violence-affected areas, they will assist still-func-
tioning health facilities in delivering preventive/curative 
health care and bolster such services by deploying mobile 
clinics. Similarly, the ICRC will support two hospitals, in 
Bangui and Kaga Bandoro, in treating weapon-wounded 
and other patients. This will be accomplished by deploying 
medical/surgical teams, partially covering treatment costs, 
delivering drugs/equipment, rehabilitating infrastructure, 
providing staff with training and financial incentives, and 
working with hospital authorities to manage patient influx-
es. ICRC-supported teams will also work with violence-af-
fected communities to provide psychological/social support 

to victims of abuses, including sexual violence, notably on 
the basis of a needs assessment conducted in 2013.

National Society/ICRC teams will offer direct support, such 
as food, shelter materials and essential household items, to 
help people meet their immediate needs. So that farmers 
can restart agricultural activities and vulnerable commu-
nities can restore their livelihoods and thus enhance their 
self-sufficiency, the ICRC will provide agricultural inputs 
and equipment/materials for community activities, along-
side assistance to individual workers to enable them to 
exercise their professions. The ICRC will also work with 
the National Society and the national water board to im-
prove access to clean water for some 530,000 people in vio-
lence-affected rural and urban areas, while promoting good 
hygiene practices. 

Through contacts with the detaining authorities, the ICRC 
will continue to seek access to detainees arrested in rela-
tion to the prevailing situation or for reasons of State se-
curity. During visits to inmates in the detention facilities 
to which the ICRC has access, delegates will monitor de-
tainees’ treatment and living conditions, while following up 
on the individual cases of security detainees and vulnerable 
inmates. Following visits, they will share feedback and any 
recommendations for improvements confidentially with 
the relevant authorities. They will check on the health and 
nutritional status of detainees and facilitate referrals to ex-
ternal health facilities, if needed. The ICRC will also help 
improve living conditions and promote good hygiene prac-
tices among inmates.

Through family-links services, the National Society/ICRC 
will enable separated family members, including detainees, 
to restore/maintain contact with relatives. Unaccompanied 
minors, particularly those formerly associated with fight-
ing forces, will receive special attention; where appropriate, 
they will be reunited with their families. The ICRC will offer 
support before and after reunification to help facilitate their 
social reintegration.

The ICRC will convene regular meetings with Move-
ment partners working in the CAR to ensure coordination 
of activities.
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