
Beijing (regional)
COVERING: China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Republic of Korea, Mongolia

Present in the region since 1987, the ICRC moved its 
regional delegation for East Asia to Beijing in 2005. The 
delegation fosters support for humanitarian principles, IHL 
and ICRC activities in the region and worldwide, among 
governments, experts and National Societies. It promotes 
the incorporation of IHL into national legislation, military 
training and academic curricula. It supports the region’s 
National Societies in developing their IHL promotion and 
tracing activities. In the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, in partnership with the National Society, it 
supports hospital care and contributes to meeting the 
need for affordable, good-quality prostheses.

BUDGET IN KCHF
Protection 1,053
Assistance 5,782
Prevention 3,847
Cooperation with National Societies 1,496
General -  

Total 12,178
Of which: Overheads 743

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  25 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  50 
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Main targets for 2014
 f patients receive quality surgical care in 4 hospitals in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and services 
in 2 physical rehabilitation centres in China and the DPRK, all of which are supported by the ICRC

 f the region’s National Societies address the needs of vulnerable populations, particularly in the fields of water and 
sanitation in peri-urban areas in the DPRK and livelihood support for disabled people in Yunnan province, China

 f in China, detention authorities engage with the ICRC on aspects of detainees’ health and living conditions, in partic-
ular, the Justice and Public Health Ministries, on ways to address TB and other communicable diseases

 f the region’s armed forces enhance their knowledge of IHL and its integration into operations planning, notably by 
sharing their experiences at an international seminar hosted by China

 f China and the Republic of Korea increase their support to ICRC operations and other humanitarian initia-
tives worldwide

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiVilians (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Food commodities Beneficiaries 2,000
Essential household items Beneficiaries 2,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 600
Work, services and training Beneficiaries 30
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 10,000
Wounded and siCK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 5 
Water and habitat 
Water and habitat activities Number of beds 459 
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 4
Patients receiving services Patients 1,030
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Context
Tensions rose in early 2013 after the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (hereafter DPRK) conducted a nuclear 
test, with members of the international community voicing 
their objections, the UN Security Council imposing new 
sanctions, and the DPRK’s relations with the Republic of 
Korea (hereafter ROK) further strained. Though the situ-
ation has since calmed, the DPRK’s return to the six-party 
talks on its nuclear programme remains uncertain. These 
developments have compounded an already worrying hu-
manitarian situation in the country.

The ROK’s new president came into office pledging to en-
sure the country’s security, while promising to mend bridg-
es with the north. 

China’s relations with its neighbours continue to be tested 
by conflicting territorial claims in the South and East Chi-
na Seas. Incidents of unrest have been reported in several 
parts of the country. The new Chinese leadership is plac-
ing emphasis on reform, including of the judiciary and 
detention system.

huManitarian resPonse
In 2014, the Beijing regional delegation, with the National 
Society concerned, will continue to assist particularly vul-
nerable populations, notably disabled people in China and 
the DPRK. It will discuss with the authorities the support 
the ICRC can offer in assessing and addressing the human-
itarian needs of other vulnerable people.

The Red Cross Society of the DPRK and the ICRC will work 
to improve water and sanitation facilities benefiting people 
in peri-urban areas of the country. A fourth referral hospi-
tal will be added to those receiving ICRC assistance aimed 
at helping the authorities improve orthopaedic surgery and 
emergency services, including through the rehabilitation of 
operating theatres and other infrastructure. The Rakrang 
physical rehabilitation centre and its surgical annex will re-
ceive material/technical support and staff training to help 
them improve patient access and service quality. 

In China, while providing it with material/technical sup-
port, the ICRC will encourage the Yunnan branch of the 
Red Cross Society of China, which runs a physical rehabil-
itation centre in Kunming, to develop its range of services 
as well as livelihood-support projects for destitute patients 
of the centre.

In both countries, the ICRC will pursue dialogue/coopera-
tion with the Health Ministries and other stakeholders, in-
cluding organizing seminars on health issues with interna-
tional and ICRC experts (DPRK) and working on medical 
innovation projects to improve responses to health-related 
humanitarian needs (China).

The ICRC will continue to share its expertise on deten-
tion-related issues with the region’s authorities, discussing 
with them ways to ensure that prison conditions comply 
with internationally recognized standards. In China, it will 
seek to expand the range of topics discussed with the Min-
istries of Justice and Public Security in relation to detain-
ees’ health and living conditions, for example the provision 
of family-links services for foreigners, and various pris-
on management issues. The ICRC will propose to pursue 
mutual learning exercises, offering to tour more places of 
detention in the country to gain further insight into their 

management, while inviting ministry representatives to vis-
it facilities abroad.

The ICRC will strive to secure the commitment of all the 
countries covered to IHL and humanitarian principles. 
Through their national IHL committees, the region’s gov-
ernments will receive technical support related to accession 
to or domestic implementation of IHL instruments. The 
ICRC will co-organize thematic events with the authorities 
and the armed forces to promote IHL integration and de-
velopment, including expert meetings/workshops on IHL 
applicable to armed conflicts at sea and cyber warfare, and 
an international seminar on military operations planning 
hosted by China. It will seek to enhance its dialogue with 
the Chinese police authorities on law enforcement issues. 
In the ROK, bolstered by the opening of an ICRC office in 
Seoul, it will pursue discussions with the authorities, the 
armed forces and the National Society on the inclusion of 
humanitarian concerns in contingency planning and on the 
ICRC’s working methods in times of conflict.

With the National Societies, the ICRC will seek to enhance 
public understanding of IHL, humanitarian principles and 
neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian action 
through interaction and joint events with the media, think-
tanks, universities, private companies and other influen-
tial civil society actors. The delegation will work with the 
Chinese and ROK authorities to increase their support for 
ICRC operations worldwide; it will cooperate with the local 
branch of the Chinese Red Cross in developing a private 
sector fundraising strategy in Hong Kong.

While forging close partnerships with the Red Cross So-
cieties of China and the DPRK in the areas of physical re-
habilitation and hospital support, the ICRC will continue 
to work with the headquarters and branches of all the Na-
tional Societies in the region in boosting their capacities in 
emergency response and restoring family links. The ICRC 
will maintain its support to the National Societies involved 
in the implementation of the Exploring Humanitarian 
Law programme.
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