
AlgeriA

The ICRC has been working in Algeria, with some 
interruptions, since the 1954–62 Algerian war of 
independence. Aside from visiting people held in places 
of detention run by the Ministry of Justice and people 
remanded in police stations and gendarmeries, it supports 
the authorities in strengthening national legislation with 
regard to people deprived of their freedom and promotes 
IHL. The ICRC supports the Algerian Red Crescent in its 
reform process and works in partnership to restore links 
between separated family members.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 1,377
Assistance 313
Prevention 791
Cooperation with National Societies 514
General -  

Total 2,995
Of which: Overheads 183

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  8 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  13 
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MAin tArgets for 2014
 f the authorities continue to improve detainees’ treatment and living conditions, drawing partly on confidential feed-
back based on observations made by ICRC delegates during regular visits to selected places of detention

 f with an ICRC health professional’s help, prison health staff observe medical ethics applicable in detention and, at 
national level, Health Ministry protocols, benefiting, in particular, detainees in selected prisons

 f through material support and expert advice to Algerian Red Crescent branches and a joint office, people in the south, 
notably those affected by the conflict in Mali, access expanded family-links services and other assistance 

 f 500 government weapon bearers, including border guards, instructors and trainees, and 600 penitentiary staff mem-
bers refresh their knowledge of IHL and international human rights law through ICRC workshops or briefings

 f countries in the League of Arab States advance the ratification and implementation of IHL treaties, encouraged in 
part by their participation in an annual meeting of IHL experts, to be held in Algeria

 f in multilateral fora, the authorities express support for the ICRC’s position on humanitarian concerns, such as the 
protection of people, notably detainees, during non-international armed conflicts, and for ICRC activities worldwide

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViliAns (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 200 
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ConteXt
Algeria has been particularly affected by the armed conflict 
in Mali. Following the French-led military intervention, 
the south of the country is experiencing an increase in in-
cidents of violence, such as the attack on the In Amenas 
gas plant in January 2013. Accordingly, the authorities are 
taking steps to secure Algeria’s borders and counter the al-
leged threat posed by armed groups to the national interest, 
including by deploying tens of thousands of troops. In the 
north, east of Algiers, localized clashes between security 
forces and armed groups have reportedly resulted in casu-
alties and arrests. 

Life for many Algerians continues against a backdrop of 
social unrest linked to high unemployment, rising living 
costs and, in some cases, demand for political reform. The 
closing of the border with Mali impeded transit to and from 
Algeria, paralysing commerce in border areas and adding to 
unrest, notably among the youth; the Algerian government 
was quick to respond to their pressing needs. Unable to 
return home easily, some Malian refugees in Algeria meet 
their needs primarily through State services or the Algerian 
Red Crescent. Other vulnerable foreigners, particularly un-
documented migrants, risk detention or deportation.

huMAnitAriAn resPonse
The ICRC delegation in Algeria will continue to focus on 
protection activities, in particular for detainees and vulner-
able foreigners, and on building a broad base of support for 
its neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian action 
in Algeria and in the region.

Visits will continue to detainees under Justice Ministry, 
police or gendarmerie authority, paying particular atten-
tion to specific needs of foreigners, women and minors, to 
monitor their treatment and living conditions and provide 
confidential feedback to the relevant authorities. In 2014, 
ICRC activities will centre on encouraging and supporting 
the authorities’ structural reforms to address overcrowd-
ing in places of detention and improve health/medical 
care provision for detainees. ICRC delegates will also work 
with the authorities to strengthen existing mechanisms 
designed to ensure that the health conditions of detainees, 
particularly those in solitary confinement, remanded in 
custody or under interrogation, comply with national leg-
islation and international norms. In parallel, penitentiary 
staff and Justice Ministry officials, for example magistrates, 
will refresh their knowledge of internationally recognized 
standards in law enforcement and detention and applica-
ble IHL through workshops or briefings. They will be en-
couraged to share their expertise in investigatory methods 
at ICRC-organized events.

The presence of an ICRC health professional will strength-
en the dialogue with penitentiary staff, including prison 
doctors and psychologists, on the challenges of providing 
medical care to detainees, with emphasis on medical eth-
ics and confidentiality. Also, in selected places of detention, 
the ICRC health professional will work with the authori-
ties to monitor the observance of Health Ministry proto-
cols and implement measures to improve detainees’ access 
to outside medical care. Officials from relevant ministries 
will enhance their knowledge of internationally recognized 

standards through participation in workshops held in Al-
geria and abroad.

With ICRC backing, the Algerian Red Crescent will con-
tinue to provide family-links services to dispersed family 
members, such as foreigners detained in Algeria and fami-
lies of Algerians detained/interned abroad. Repatriated Al-
gerian detainees/internees will receive follow-up and assis-
tance where appropriate. The National Society, in particular 
its branches in the south of the country, will strengthen its 
capacities to respond to emergencies, benefiting from fi-
nancial support, training and guidance and the opening of 
a joint office in Tamanrasset. Dialogue with the authorities 
and weapon bearers will aim to deepen their understanding 
of the Movement, with a view to fostering their support for 
National Society/ICRC activities in Algeria, particularly in 
the south, and in neighbouring conflict/violence-affected 
regions. Regular meetings will ensure coordination with 
other Movement components active in the region.

The ICRC and the national IHL committee will work with 
the authorities to advance Algeria’s ratification of IHL trea-
ties, for example on the protection of cultural property 
during armed conflict, and their integration into national 
legislation and the doctrine, training and operations of the 
armed and security forces. As further support, the ICRC 
will pursue efforts to enhance understanding of IHL among 
current and future decision-makers, co-organizing work-
shops and briefings for, inter alia, magistrates and other 
government officials, military/police/gendarmerie officers 
and instructors, and trainee diplomats and sponsoring their 
participation in courses/meetings abroad. More broadly, 
the ICRC will foster contacts with journalists and religious 
circles, using briefings, training sessions and other events 
to broaden understanding of IHL, the Movement and hu-
manitarian concerns. 
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