
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,504
Assistance 5,839
Prevention 1,868
Cooperation with National Societies 1,300
General -  

Total 11,511
Of which: Overheads 703

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  32 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  170 

In the countries covered by the delegation, established in 
1992, the ICRC supports the authorities in implementing 
IHL, encourages armed/security forces to respect that 
law and visits detainees. It works with and supports 
the development of the region’s National Societies. The 
delegation focuses on responding to the protection and 
assistance needs of people, including refugees, affected 
by the lasting consequences of the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire 
that began in 2002 and the 2011 post-election conflict, 
and by the consequences of armed conflict/other 
situations of violence in the greater region.

AbidjAn (regionAl)
COVERING: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo
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MAin tArgets for 2014
 f the treatment of people under interrogation or held in places of temporary detention is adapted to international 
norms, with which Burkinabé, Ivorian and Togolese officials and law enforcement officers have been familiarized

 f malnourished detainees in 5 overcrowded Ivorian prisons recover their health thanks to ICRC-supported monthly 
nutritional monitoring, the provision of food supplements and efficient management of the food supply chain

 f the Ivorian authorities take steps to incorporate the ICRC’s recommendations on health, nutrition and hygiene into 
policies to be implemented in all prisons

 f Burkinabé families and the Malian refugees they host access clean water safely following upgrades to water infrastruc-
ture and the installation of sanitation infrastructure that conforms to the cultural standards of both groups

 f people suffering from psychological trauma related to sexual violence or the 2011 Ivorian conflict receive the neces-
sary care from trained mental health professionals, aided by their communities who understand their needs

 f with income earned from small businesses, women heading households in western Côte d’Ivoire are able to provide 
for their families independently and through safe means, reducing their risks of sexual exploitation or violence

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViliAns (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Food commodities Beneficiaries 6,000
Essential household items Beneficiaries 6,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 36,000
Cash Beneficiaries 900
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 87,720
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 5 
Wounded And siCK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 2 
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Context
Despite some violence linked to land tenure issues, the 
security situation in western Côte d’Ivoire is stabilizing, 
thanks in part to the presence of armed and security forces, 
including newly integrated auxiliary troops. With support 
from the international community and humanitarian ac-
tors, the authorities are rebuilding water and health infra-
structure. The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) has 
been extended until June 2014. National reconciliation is 
stalled, amidst perceived bias in the prosecution of IHL/hu-
man rights law violators and in the military restructuring 
process; weapon proliferation remains a problem in Côte 
d’Ivoire and in the region. 

Although Mali has experienced relative calm since mid-
2013, thousands of Malian refugees remain in UNHCR-run 
camps or with host families in northern Burkina Faso, 
where armed forces are deployed along the border. Pres-
sure on limited resources creates tensions among residents 
and refugees. 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo partic-
ipate in the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 
Mission in Mali (MINUSMA). 

huMAnitAriAn resPonse
In 2014, the ICRC Abidjan delegation will work with the 
region’s National Societies and authorities to meet vulner-
able people’s basic needs, particularly during emergencies, 
and help them develop their capacities to this end. Through 
protection and assistance activities undertaken with the rel-
evant National Society, the delegation will seek to mitigate 
the effects of armed conflict, insecurity or abuses, includ-
ing sexual violence, on vulnerable people, while facilitat-
ing their access to medical/psychological care. With ICRC 
technical and material support, the region’s authorities will 
endeavour to ensure that vulnerable inmates, such as se-
curity detainees, women and minors, are treated in accor-
dance with internationally recognized standards and that 
their living conditions are adequate.

In Burkina Faso, the ICRC and Burkinabé Red Cross So-
ciety will work to ensure that residents and refugees have 
access to sufficient clean water, including for their livestock, 
and to vaccination and veterinary services, easing tensions 
among herders. In contrast, there is less need for livelihood 
support in western Côte d’Ivoire, as security has improved, 
enabling people to resume productive activities. With the 
Red Cross Society of Côte d’Ivoire, the ICRC will therefore 
focus on vulnerable conflict-affected people who have yet 
to recover their livelihoods. In addition, as adequate health/
medical care, notably for people suffering violence-related 
psychological trauma, is not always accessible, the ICRC 
and the authorities concerned will continue to help health 
facilities deliver primary and secondary care that meets na-
tional standards through material and technical support.

The ICRC will support the Ivorian authorities in informing 
families of the fate of their relatives missing since the 2011 
conflict by assessing the needs of families of missing per-
sons and helping the authorities establish a legal framework 
that would meet these needs. As the authorities continue 
to exhume and identify the remains of people who died 
in relation to the 2011 conflict, the medico-legal institute 
will receive technical support, upon request. Other families 
across the region, such as Malian refugees in Burkina Faso, 
will be offered Movement family-links services to restore/
maintain contact with relatives separated from them by 

conflict, detention or other circumstances. Where appro-
priate, unaccompanied minors will be reunited with their 
families or, if necessary, referred to State services or other 
organizations. 

ICRC delegates will continue to visit detainees in Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire and Togo to monitor their 
treatment and living conditions. Particular attention will 
be paid to Côte d’Ivoire, where 32 prisons have reopened. 
As the prison population returns to pre-conflict levels, de-
tainees are feeling the effects of overcrowding. Therefore, 
the ICRC will regularly monitor the health of people de-
tained in particularly crowded prisons and help the author-
ities provide inmates with adequate nutrition, health care 
and hygiene conditions. Likewise, the ICRC will help the 
authorities monitor detainees’ treatment, making recom-
mendations where necessary. On the basis of work done 
in these 32 prisons, the authorities will receive technical 
support in implementing new penitentiary policies system-
wide. Future law enforcement officers will enhance their 
knowledge of the international standards applicable to their 
work and of the ICRC’s activities for detainees through 
information sessions.

The ICRC will help boost the IHL teaching capacities of 
military training establishments and academic institutions, 
so that future military officers and leaders know and under-
stand IHL principles. Meanwhile, armed and security forc-
es in operational deployment, for example in Côte d’Ivoire, 
will refresh their knowledge of people’s rights, including in 
terms of access to health care, notably through seminars. 
Communication activities with National Societies and the 
media will highlight the distinction between Movement 
and other humanitarian actors among the public and influ-
ential civil society members, facilitating access in the field. 
To accelerate the ratification/implementation of humani-
tarian instruments, the ICRC will give briefings and pro-
vide expertise to relevant officials, particularly lawmakers, 
and sponsor their attendance at regional events. 

The delegation will continue to provide logistical support to 
ICRC operations in Central, North and West Africa.
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